WHY IS PATERNITY ESTABLISHMENT IMPORTANT?

  A child and mother may have rights to additional financial benefits only after the child's father has been legally established.  This is called paternity establishment.  Some benefits to the child are immediate, such as child support and health care, and other benefits may occur much later in the child's lifetime.  Even if the child or mother never lives with the father, these benefits are still available.

HOW IS PATERNITY ESTABLISHED?

  It is important that paternity be established as soon as possible, but before the child's 18th birthday.  There are two ways that this can be accomplished:

  The alleged father can admit that he is the father by signing an acknowledgment of paternity form available in the Domestic Relations Office, or

  Genetic testing may be ordered at the request of the alleged father, or he may request that the paternity issue be decided by the Court in a civil action without a jury.  Most alleged fathers voluntarily acknowledge paternity, so very few cases actually go to court.

WHO PAYS FOR GENETIC TESTING?

  The cost of genetic testing is assessed against the defendant/father when paternity is established, and may be assessed against the plaintiff/mother when allegations of paternity are disproved.  In some cases, where the parties are receiving public assistance, the Court may order the county to pay the genetic testing costs.  

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF PATERNITY ESTABLISHMENT?

  A child and the child's mother may gain access to valuable financial benefits only after the child's father is legally established.  Some benefits are immediate, while others may occur later in the child's lifetime, such as:

   Social Security - The child may be eligible for benefits if the father becomes disabled or dies.  Benefits may continue until the child is eighteen.

   Military Benefits - The father may draw an extra allowance to provide a household for his dependents.  The child may also be eligible for commissary privileges.  If the father should incur a service-related disability, the child may be eligible for benefits.

   Health Care - A father's health care plan may also be available to the child.

   Child Support - Before a court order for child support can be entered, paternity must be adjudicated.  Support payments may grow as the father's future earnings increase.

   Inheritance - A child may gain the right to share in the property of his/her father's estate.

   Life Insurance - When paternity is adjudicated, the child may become eligible for life insurance benefits of his/her father.

   Medical History - Important medical and genetic information may lead to a happier and healthier life for the child.

   Other benefits - When paternity is adjudicated, the child gains most of the rights and privileges that a child born within a marriage has.  More importantly, the child has a right to know both parents.

WHAT IS MY OBLIGATION AS A WELFARE RECIPIENT?

  As a condition of eligibility for receiving public assistance, each recipient is required to cooperate with the Department of Public Welfare and the Domestic Relations Office in various matters, including the establishment of paternity of a child born outside of marriage, unless a claim for "good cause" is pending with the Department of Public Welfare or has been determined to exist.

HOW DO I GO ABOUT ESTABLISHING PATERNITY?

  Visit the Domestic Relations Office.  An intake person will interview you and prepare a Complaint for Support.  At that time you must name the person who you believe is the father of your child.  A conference will then be scheduled before a Domestic Relations Office Conference Officer.  At that conference, the Officer will give the alleged father the opportunity to admit that he is the child's father.  If he acknowledges that he is the father, the conference will focus on child support.  If he denies that he is the father of the child, genetic testing may be ordered.  

  If the alleged father resides outside of the county, you may file a support complaint to the county/state in which he resides.  Most states have paternity establishment procedures similar to the procedures outlined in this brochure.  In most instances, genetic testing can occur without your having to leave the county.
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