DO I NEED TO HIRE AN ATTORNEY?

   Many Domestic Relations cases can be resolved at the conference level without the services of an attorney.  You may wish to proceed with no attorney, with the services of your own attorney or in consultation with the Domestic Relations Child Support Attorney, whose services are available for those plaintiffs filing for child support who need this service.

   Support is only one aspect of Domestic Law.  Often, resolution of different aspects of domestic cases are interdependent.  If you have a complex case and have an attorney, you should carefully consider whether or not it would be to your advantage to have your own attorney handle your support case.  For instance, if your situation involves divorce, it may include interdependent issues such as custody, distribution of property, and alimony, as well as support.

IF I NEED THE SERVICES OF THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY, HOW AND WHEN DO I GO ABOUT SECURING THEM?

   Apply immediately by requesting and completing the appropriate forms in the Domestic Relations Office and by keeping any appointments set by the attorney.  Any delay may jeopardize your right to use the service.  You have a limited time in which to meet with the attorney.  The average time between filing a Complaint for Support or a Petition and the hearing date is three to four weeks, and your meeting with the attorney must take place within the attorney's schedule.  There is no opportunity for rescheduling for your convenience.  CONFERENCES AND HEARINGS WILL NOT BE DELAYED to permit these meetings.  For each new matter in support where you will require the attorney's services (a new petition, etc.), it is necessary to reapply for those services.

WHAT WILL A DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY DO FOR ME?

   The attorney will contact you to review your income and expense statement in the context of Pennsylvania Support Law and review the information you supply regarding the case and advise you accordingly.  If your case is not resolved at the conference level and the attorney feels that you need to proceed to the hearing and/or appellate level, you will be advised accordingly.  The attorney will then attend the hearing and represent you.  In paternity cases that are not resolved at the Domestic Relations conference, the attorney will represent you beginning with the matter being scheduled for Court.

WHAT IS THERE THAT A DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY WILL NOT DO FOR ME?

   The attorney will NOT attend the Domestic Relations conference; will NOT represent you in custody, divorce, alimony, alimony pendente lite, domestic violence or abuse matters (or matters other than support); will NOT represent or advise you if you do not make a timely request for services on the appropriate form; will NOT represent or advise you if you do not keep appointments and supply full information; will NOT represent you or advise you if you have another attorney representing you in the support case; will NOT be responsible for your interest when that interest is contrary to the interest of the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare; will NOT advise or represent you if you are seeking spousal support only and not child support.

IS THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY AVAILABLE TO ADVISE OR REPRESENT ME AT ANY TIME OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED?

   Confer with the enforcement officer who handles your case.  That officer will handle legal actions such as attachment of wages, the entering of a petition for contempt where advisable, and even may fashion a modified (new) agreement and order of support where there is full agreement between the plaintiff and the defendant.  The enforcement officer can also vacate (close) a case in most instances where it is appropriate to do so.  In certain unusual circumstances, the enforcement officer may refer you to your own attorney or, if you do not have an attorney, the Child Support Attorney for special legal action other than those mentioned.  An example of this might be for the entering of a lien on property for child support arrearages.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST ME TO USE THE SERVICES OF THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY?

   There is no charge for these services.

WHO DETERMINES WHETHER I HAVE A NEED FOR THESE LEGAL SERVICES AND MUST THE NEED BE FINANCIAL?

   The Child Support Attorney will determine need.  In this context, the need for legal services is not defined as financial need.

MAY I USE THESE LEGAL SERVICES IF I HAVE AN ATTORNEY IN ANOTHER LEGAL MATTER?

   Yes.  However, if the support and other legal matters are related, you may wish to consider whether it is in your best interest.

WHAT DO I DO IF I BEGIN WITH THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS CHILD SUPPORT ATTORNEY AND CHANGE TO ANOTHER ATTORNEY DURING THE CHILD SUPPORT ACTION?

   Contact the Domestic Relations immediately IN WRITING to advise that you will no longer need the staff attorney's services.

CAN I STOP IN TO THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS OFFICE AT ANY TIME TO SEE THE ATTORNEY?

   No.  You need an appointment with the attorney, and the appointment must be requested by the Domestic Relations Office special form in ample time for convenient scheduling by the attorney, generally three to four weeks before the date of any conference or hearing.
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