
ABOUT YOUR CONFERENCE

The Domestic Relations Section (DRS), where your conference will be held, is located at 126 South Union Street, Easton, Pennsylvania.   The DRS is secured with electronic weapons screening devices to assure your safety, and the safety of all who enter.
Your case has been assigned to a conference officer who is responsible to establish liability, if any, and recommend amounts of support.  The conference officer is a quasi-judicial officer, in charge of assuring that necessary information is obtained from all parties, and a fair disposition determined, by agreement if possible.  Thereafter, your case will be monitored by the conference officer for enforcement purposes.

Conference Officers carry extremely heavy caseloads (there are currently over eleven thousand active support cases in Northampton County).  To assure all litigants get equal treatment, we must require strict and full compliance with appointments, court appearances and information requests.

SUPPORT ORDERS
Currently Pennsylvania law requires that the amount of child support be based on income and expense of each parent.  Support orders must conform to statewide support amount guidelines set by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  The total amount of income you have, including active earnings, is one of the most important factors to determine the amount of any support order.  When appearing at conference to establish liability and amounts of support, be prepared with full and complete financial information as directed in the Order of Court for Mandatory Conference.  Failure to supply necessary information will work to your financial disadvantage, and may lead to penalties imposed by the court.
If a defendant fails to appear for the support conference after proper notice, an Order may be entered by default.  Plaintiff’s failure may result in dismissal of the complaint.

The support guidelines have been calculated after making allowance for separate spousal living expenses.  Adjustments from the guidelines can be made only in the unusual case where extraordinary conditions prevail.  Your rights, obligations and ongoing management of your case will be more fully explained by the Conference Officer at the mandatory conference.

When support orders are established, Federal and Pennsylvania laws require immediate entry of a wage attachment, compelling payor’s employer to deduct the support amount from payor’s pay and to forward the sum promptly to the State Collections and Disbursement Unit (SCDU) in Harrisburg, PA.  Once a payment is received at SCDU, a SCDU check is issued promptly to the payee, usually within 24 hours.    During the course of these proceedings, if support liability is established, you will receive written rules which govern the conduct of both parties to the action.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER

Under Pennsylvania law, payments of support are required from the date of the petition.  The amount of support payments will not be decided until entry of the order following mandatory conference, or later by the court at de novo hearing.  Therefore, expect that your account will show a balance due when the order is entered.  Your account will be credited upon submission of proof of any direct payments made following the filing of the petition, but before the order is entered.

NON-COMPLIANCE

Failure to appear, supply information, or to pay support under court orders, may result in administrative and/or court action to compel compliance.  The rules of this Section are approved by the court and strict compliance will be required.  If there is a court finding of willful failure to appear, or willful non-compliance with any court order, arrest and imprisonment for up to six (6) months and a fine not exceeding $1,000.00 may occur.  The legislature allows these severe penalties to assure that parents meet their responsibility to support their children.
APPEALS

In any case where no agreed order is reached at the initial conference, your rights to a court hearing will be explained by the Conference Officer.

MAILING ADDRESS

State law requires that you provide the DRS with your correct reliable current mailing address.  If you change address, law requires notice to the DRS within seven (7) days.

CHILD SUPPORT

Child support is due from each parent, without regard to fault for separation of parents.  Child support protects the child not either parent.  Therefore, be prepared to address child support issues without regard to marital fault.
SPOUSAL SUPPORT

Where spousal support is contested because of fault allegations, a complete conference will be conducted by the assigned conference officer.  All financial matters will be examined at the initial conference.  However, the conference officer does not decide liability in contested spousal support cases.  The issue of liability in contested spousal support cases is forwarded to the court for decision after court hearing.
MEDICAL SUPPORT

Medical support is a parties’ responsibility to provide health insurance coverage for dependents.  The Support Order will include a provision for health insurance coverage and if one or both of the parties will be responsible for providing the insurance coverage if available at a reasonable cost.  

LEGAL SERVICE
Legal representation is available for child support recipients if needed or upon request and assessment of need.  If you wish to request services, contact Angela Uliana-Murphy, IV-D Advocate at 610-863-8502.
FEES
APL/Spouse only Petition

$25.00

Appeals to Superior Court (2 separate checks)

    Northampton County:


$30.00

     Superior Court of PA:

$60.00
Audit




$25.00

Copying Fee



    $.50
Genetic Testing
                                     $156.00
        

Judicial Computer Fee


$10.00

Modification Petition


$25.00

Non-Compliance Court Fee

$25.00

Petition for Contempt 


$25.00
CUSTODY

The support action does not decide custody of children, or visitation matters.  The DRS is engaged only in setting and enforcing support orders.  Custody and child visitation actions may be separately filed in the office of Clerk of Courts, Civil Division.  For answers concerning custody and visitation, please consult your attorney or telephone or go to the Attorney Referral and Information Service (see below).

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY REFERRAL & INFORMATION SERVICE 

155 SOUTH NINTH STREET

EASTON, PA  18042
(610) 258-6333
Please refer to “Order of Court for Mandatory Conference” for important information.
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For additional information about your case, you may access your information on-line at:

www.childsupport.state.pa.us.
This website may also be used to provide information updates.      
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